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A. 


OF THE LATE 


Application to PARLIAMENT 
| Made by the | 


MERCHANTS of LONDON, &c. 


HE merchants of London, finding the neglect of their trade, 

during the preſent war with Spain, and the loſſes ſuſtained 

from the enemy to increaſe every day, had a general meet- 

ing upon the occaſion ; where a Committee was appointed 

to conſider of a proper method to lay their complaints before 

the Parliament, A petition was accordingly prepared by this Committee, 


and, being unanimouſly approved of at a ſecond general meeting, was 


reſented to the Houſe of Commons on Wedneſday the 2oth of January, 
y the Right Honourable Sir RozszT Gopscnar, the 12 ö 


A copy of which is as follows. 


To the Honourable the Commons oſ Great Britain in Parliament aſſembled: 


The Huus Prririen of the ſubſcribing Merchants cat Traders of the 


City of London, in Behalf of chomſelues, and the Trade of theſe Kingdems : 


/ SHEWZETH, 


HAT your Petitioners with the utmoſt Concern have found them- 


ſelves under the Neceſſity of repreſenting to this Honourable Houſe, 


That the Navigation and Commerce of theſe Kingdoms have been con- 


tinually expoſed to the growing Inſolence of the Spano Privateers, from 
the Commencement of this juſt and neceffary War; that during its 


"whole Progreſs and Continuance, notwithſtanding the repeated Applica- 


tions of the ſuffering Merchants for Protection and Redreſs, their Loſſes 
and Misfortunes have confiderably increaſed of late, to the Impoveriſhing 
of many of his Majeſty's Subjects, the great Detriment of Trade in ge- 


neral, the Diminution of his Majeſty's Revenue, and the Diſhonour of 


the Nation. 


That upwards of 300 Ships and Veſſels have been already taken, the 


greateſt Part of them in, or near the Britiſþ Channel and Soundings, and 
carried into St. Sebaſtian, and other adjacent Ports; by which Numbers 
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of his Majeſty's moſt uſeful Subjects have been reduced to Want and 
Impriſonment, or compelled by inhuman Treatment, and defpairing of 
a Cartel for the Exchange of Priſoners, have inſliſted into the Service of 
Spain, 

nt your Petjtioners humbly apprehend, that moſt of theſe Misfor- 
tunes might have been prevented, conſidering the Weakneſs of our Ene- 
my at Sea, had a few of his Majeſty's Ships of ' War been properly ſta- 
tioned, and the Commanders kept ſtrictly to their Duty; a Neglect, 
which appears the more ſurpriſing, as there was a Precedent of an Act 
of Parliament in-1707, expreſsly made for thoſe Purpoſes, intitled, An 
AF for the better ſecuring the Trade of this Kingdom by Cruizers and — s 

That by means of this Neglect, and the many valuable Prizes, the 
Spaniards have made, they have been encouraged and enabled to fit out 
ſuch Numbers of Privateers from St. Sebaſtian and Bilbao, exclufive of 
other Ports, as. to render the Navigation to and from theſe Kingdoms, 
every day more and more dangerous; ; and that the preſent great and un- 
expected Power of the Enemy in the Mediterranean gives your Petitioners 
reaſon to apprehend, that their Trade is become extremely precarious. 
in thoſe Parts, 

That there have been various Naglects and Delays in the Appoint- 
ment, and ſending out of Convoys ; and that out of thoſe few, which 
have been granted, ſome of the Commanders have paid ſo little regard 
to the Ships under their Care, that they have deſerted them at Sea, and 
left them as a Prey to the Enemy; | 

That your Petitioners humbly beg Leave further to repreſent, that 
the Navigation to and from ſeveral of his Majeſty's Colonies has often 
been much expoſed to the Enemy, and that many Saips have been taken 
in the American Seas by their Privateers ; principally owing, as your Pe- 
titioners humbly preſume, to a want of a ſufficient Number of Ships, or 
of proper Care in ſome of his Majeſty's Commanders ſtationed 1 in thoſe 
Parts. 

That many Ships have been brought into Danger by the arbitrary im- 
prefſing of their ableſt Hands out of the homeward bound Ships, before 
they had made the Land, or arrived to a place of Safety; and out of the 
out ward- bound Ships in the Profecution of their Voyages. 

That your Petitioners humbly beg Leave to aſſure this Honourable 
Houſe, that they do not complain of ſuch Captures, as are the unavoid- 
able Conſequence of a War, but of ſuch only, as have been occafioned 
by a want of due Care for the protection of Trade, which has during 
the whole War laboured under an apparent Neglect and Diſregard; nor 
ſhall they ever be induced, either by their paſt Misfortunes, or future 
Apprehenſions, ſo far to forget their Duty to his Majeſty, and the Le- 
giſlature, as once to repine or murmur. at the prefent War with Spain, 
which his Majeſty, and theſe Kingdoms, are ſo neceſſarily engaged in, 
and upon the vigorous Proſecution of which the Intereſt of the Brit; 
Frade, and the Freedom of Navigation fo evidently depend. 

Your Petitioners therefore moſt humb/y pray, that this Honourable Houſe 
will be pleaſed to take the Premiſſes into their Conſideration, that ſuch 
Provi ifion may be made for the future Protection of the Trade and Na- 
vigation of theſe Kingdoms, as this Honourable Houſe, in its great 
Wiſdom, ſhall think fit, and that your Petitioners may be beard by 
themſelves, or Council thereupon, 


And your Petitioners, as in Duty bound, ſhall ever pray, &c. 


— 


3 — Tone re 


* 


(4) 


The merchants being appointed to be heard before a committee of the. 
whole Houſe, on the 27th of January, the ſubje& matter of the peti- 
tion was then opened after the following manner by Mr. Groves, one 
* the petitioning merchants. 5 


Appear, Sir, in the behalf, and by the appolonent of the 8 
of London, and am one of their body; who have preſented to this 


honqurable houſe an humble petition, complaining of many and heavy. 
loſſes ſuſtained: by the trade of theſe 9 from the privateers of 
Spain, occaſiened by various neglects and miſconduct, as ſet forth in the 
ſeveral allegations of the petition, in ſupport of which their evidence is 
now ready for an examination before this committee. 


But firſt, Sir, I am commiſſioned by the merchants to give you an 
humble and ſincere aſſurance, that they do not this day appear at your 


bar, moved by a ſpirit of general diſcontent, or prompted by the intem- 
perate zeal of faction; it was not, Sir, a willingneſs to complain, a } 
propenſity to cenſure and cavil, which have been the motives to your 
petitioners for this their ſolemn appeal to parliament for relief z nor have. 
they been deluded by a raſh inconſiderate levity to prefer indiſcriminate. 
and frivolous: complaints of their loſſes, without allowing for that degree 
of . inſecurity, which muſt be the fate of trade, during a ſtate of hoſti-. 
lity between nation and nation. Two years and upwards have they 
already with patience acquieſced under a neglect, and indifference to 
their ſufferings, frequently the only effects of their juſt applications to 
thoſe, from whom they had reaſon to hope for countenance and redreſs. 


The true foundation of your petitioners complaint, - from whence I. 


now begin, to which all our evidence will tend, and where I ſhall recur 
to conclude at laſt, reſts upon one ſingle point : The merchants appre- 
hend, that they have been excluded from that ſhare of protection, to 


which they are entitled as members of the community; that they have | 


been deprived of that care, which is due from the public and its offi. 
cers to every individual, more eſpecially in times of war and danger, 
for the ſecurity of their property, and the defence of their perſons: this 
is the ground of your petitioners complaint; and it is this, which hath. 
brought to your bar the united repreſentations from the merchants of 
London, Briſtol, Leverpool, Glaſgow, and other the principal places of 


trade in Great Britain; a body always confiderable, ever accuſtomed to 


the favour and condeſcending regard of this great aſſembly, but at this 
time, a peculiar object of your indulgence and attention, as they appear 


before you diſtinguiſhed by uncommon hardſhips, loaded with at > 


and ſuppliants for your protection. 


Sir, I ſhall now proceed to explain the nature and order of the evi-. 
dence, which we ſhall oa in ſupport of the ſeveral faQs alledged 


in the pelition. 
The particulars contained in the preamble are founded on the proof 
of the ſubſequent . facts alledged; and as the various applications of the 


ſuffering merchants for protection and redreſs are interwoven with every 


other part of the petition, I ſhall not call any evidence to that head 


ſeparately, that I may avoid, as much as poſſible, giving the committee 


the troub of examining any, perſon more than once. 
That part of the petition, which ſets forth the number of ſhips and 


veſſels taken by the enemy, principally in or near the Britiſh channel 


and ſoundings, and carried into the moſt neighbouring ports of Spain, 


we ſhall make good by the evidence of maſters of ſhips and paſſengers 
ſo taken, by letters from priſoners, and laſtly, by the officers of aſſurance 


in this city, who themſelves have collected the * captures made 


by 


5 5 
by the Spaniards during this war. We ſhall make uſe of the ſame maſ- 
ters of ſhips, paſſengers, and priſoners letters, to prove the encourage- 
ment the enemy has received from our remiſſneſs, the number of pri- 
vateers belonging to St. Sebaſtian and Bilbao, the inhuman treatment 
of our captives in Spain, and what numbers have come to the know- 
ledge of our witneſſes of Engliſh, who have enliſted in the Spaniſh ſer- 
vice by ſea and land, compelled by ill uſage, and deſpaixipg of a cartel 
for the exchange of priſoners. The ſame evidence will ſerve to ſhew, 


that the Spaniards themſelves have been conſtantly defirous of a cartel, 


that the intendant of the marine at St. Sebaſtian was always veſted 
with a power to diſcharge our priſoners ; and by other particular evVi- 
dence we will ſet forth, what ſteps have deen taken by private perſons 
here, naturally tending to a general exchange of priſoners, what has 
been their ſucceſs, and what encouragement has been given to theſe 
their uſeful endeavours. 


Upon that part of the pelition, which relates to the proper ſtationing 


of cruiſers, I ſhall beg leave to refer the honourable members of the 
committee to the conſideration of a map delivered at your door, I thall 
then humbly defire, that ſome clauſes may be read of an act of parlia- 
ment paſſed in #707, entitled, An act for the better ſecuring the trade of 


theſe kingdoms by cxuizers and convoys ; and we ſhall conclude on this head 
with a few obſervatians on a liſt of  cruizers, and other ** laid by 
the proper officers before this honourable houſe. 


The delays and, neglects in the appointing, and ſending out convoys, 
and of the commanders employed in that ſcrvice, will be made good 
by ſeveral conſiderable; merchants in this city. 

We ſhall likewiſe produce. the moſt eminent traders to Virginia and 
Carolina to ſupport: that part of aur petition, which mentions the 


neglect of trade in thoſe parts. 


And by the evidence of other merchants, maſters of ſhips, authen- 
tic letters, declarations and proteſts, we ſhall produce ſuch inſtances 
of arbitrary impreſſing, as ſhall appear to be the moſt unprecedented 
deviations from the methods practiſed in all times, accompanied with 
the moſt open defiance, and uncommon. violation of the law. 

As to that part of the petition, which expreſſes the merchants. ſenſe 
of the preſent war, I beg leave tp FRY 8 till I come to 
conclude. rt: 


Several witneſſes were then called, and various letters and papers 
read in ſupport of the allegations in the petition, After an hearing of 
fix days, at different times, the whole evidence was ſum'd up by the 
fame Gentleman, who had urs, in the following manner: 


8. IR, 


H E examination of the 3 is now completed, which hath 

been produced in ſupport of the petition preſented to this Hon. 
Houſe by the merchants of London, followed by the principal places of 
trade in Great Britain, and patronized by the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, 
and Commons of this great metropolis, - 


Sir, We have been treated with an, indulgence, and heard with an 


attention equal to the importance of our cauſe; and nothing now 
remains but to entreat your further favour, while the evidence is col- 
lected together, the obſervations made, which the ſobject ſhall naturally 
ſuggeſt, and our firſt propoſition evinced, That the merchants of Great 
Britain have been excluded from that hare of protection, to which 


they are entitled as members of the "community, and deprived of that 
X \ care, 
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care, which is due from the publick and its officers to every individual, 
more eſpecially in times of war and danger, for the ſecurity of their 


property, and the defence of their perſons ; to which by the exprefs- 


command of the merchants, I am required to ſubjoin, that they cannot 


apprehend the ill treatment of them, and the Britiſh trade to have been 
the effect of mere inattention or accident, but of one uniform and 1 


continued deſign. 
As many gentlemen within the Bar have made obſervations through- 


out the whole courſe of our evidence, 1 ſhall have the leſs occafion to 
de minute and circumſtantial, Upon that head of the petition, which 


relates to the number of captures, it will be ſufficient to remind you, 


that one alegation, which ſets forth the greater part of three hundred 
ſhips to have been carried into the moſt adjacent ports of Spain, was 


made good by Capt. Robert White; who declared, that one hundred 


and ſeventy three veſſels had been brought into St. Sebaſtian and Port 


Paſſage during the eighteen months of his captivity in Spain, Capt. 
Beſt was the 24th prize taken by the Biſcaya privateer, Capt. Douglas 
was the fiftieth brought to St. Sebaſtian, at the time he was carried in. 
We were particularly obliged to the' gentlemen of the Royal Exchange 


Aſſurance, who ordered their ſecretary to attend ſeveral days, and who 


proved four and focty captures : I wiſh the ſame could be ſaid of the 
London Aſſurance, who upan the application of the merchants refuſed 
to give them the leaſt aſſiſtance. Mr. Gay and Mr. Child, who keep 
private offices of aſſurance, in effect prove the whole liſt of three hundred 
and thirty ſeven veſſels, who being by their profeffion completely quali - 


fied to judge, affirmed the liſt to be correct. and agreeable to the beſt 
intelligence: That one of them had paid at his ſingle office twenty two 


thoufand pounds for Toffes ſuſtained by the Spaniards, and the other near 


twelve thouſand ; and that beſides the two publick offices of aſſurance 


there were near forty private ones in this city. And to this I muſt add, 
we produced no one maſter of ſhips, or letter from prifoners, that did 
not prove many more captures beſides their own, I will beg leave to 


' obſerve, that the number of captures is conſiderably augmented towards 
the latter part of the liſt, the greater half having been made between the 


months of March or April, and November or December, 1741. 


It is reafonable to expect, that the liſt of eleven hundred and forty 


fix ſail taken by the French in the late war with that nation during the 
courſe of ſome years, and delivered in by the merchants in 1709, will 
be brought into compariſon with 6urs ; in which caſe, 1 hope the juſt 
deductions will be made, that no loſſes ſpecified in that liſt may be 


compared with ours, but what are of a fimilar nature : Ours are inſtan- 


ces of captures by fingle privateers ; and the greater half, which was 
taken between the Months I juſt mentioned, conſiſts of prizes made by tt e 
privateers of two towns in the province of Biſcay. From the liſt of 17c 7 


muſt be deducted thoſe multitudes of merchantmen ſwept away at once, 


together with their convoys, by whole ſquadrons of French men of war, 
or which were taken by fleets of privateers, or by privateers in conjunce 
tion with, and under the protection of their men of war. A difference 
ſhould likewiſe be made between a war on the Britiſh trade hy the united 
power of France and Spain, and the preſent, which in effect has heen 
carried on by the two towns of St. Sebaſtian and Bilbao, It ſhould fur- 
ther be conſidered, that the commerce of Great Britain throughout the 
face of the ocean, was an ohject of prey to the French, whereas the 
preſent enemy is excluded by his fituation, from moleſting in the leaſt 

degree all our navigation to Flanders, Holland, Germany, Poland, Swe- 


den, Denmark, Norway, Ruſſia, and the reſt of the Baltic 5 not to ſpeak 
of 
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of our fiſheries, and that immenſe nurſe of ſeamen, the coaſting trade 


from London to Newcaſtle, and up to Scotland, which was liable to 


per petual interruptions in the late War : And be it remembered, that ac 


that time we were engaged with an enemy, who contended for the do- 


minion of the ſea, againſt the combined torces of England and Holland. 
After theſe conſiderations, theſe juſt deductions and allowances, let the 


compariſon be made, and it muſt appear to every impartial judge, that. 


the negle& of trade in the preſent War far ſurpaſſes the ſame miſconduct, 
which was the ſubject of complaint in the laſt, 

This may be further enforced by another argument, drawn from a fact 
aſſerted by many of our evidence, and indiſputably true, the alteration 
of conduct in the city of Bilbao, which never before this war was known 


to cruize upon the Engliſh trade. This ſingular moderation you have 


heard imputed to an high point of honour in the traders of that city, 
or perhaps it might he owing to a tenderneſs for old correſpondents, 
with whom they had once been connected by the ties of reciprocal 
intereſt, and by-a long intercourſe, improved with time, and alternate 
good offices, into real affection and friendſhip: but whatever be the 
cauſe, the fact is inconteſtible, that the people of Bilbao conſtantly ab- 


ſtained from violence againſt the Engliſh, and never conſidered their 


trade as an object of ſpoil before this war, To what new cauſe then, 
Sir, muſt be aſcribed their preſent change? Whence does it proceed, 
that their breaking ſo old a cuſtom, and ſuppreſſing their ancient be- 
nevolence to the Engliſh, ſhould have been reſerved for the peculiar 
difgrace of theſe times ? Sir, it is owing to the preſent unparalleled 
negle& of the Engliſh trade, a neglect, which the merchants of Bil- 
bao perceived to be ſo much greater than in all preceeding wars, as 
rendered the allurements of gain too powerful for friendſhip, or the 
moſt romantic honour to withſtand any longer ; they ſaw the Britiſh 
ſeas open to the inſults of St. Sebaſtian, and that the wealth of Eng- 
land was every day ſuffered to be conveyed into that inconſiderable 


place; they ſaw the immenſe advantage to be equally within their 


reach, and yielded to the irreſiſtible temptation of ſharing with their 
neighbours in the eaſy ſpoils of the unprotected Engliſh. It is there- 
fore to our own miſmanagement, that we may juſtly impute every 
loſs ſuſtained from the privateers of Bilbao, which hath ncw joined its 
forces with thoſe of St. Sebaſtian, and together with that place, encou- 
raged by our remiſſneſs and ſtrengthened by our ſpoils, makes up the 
formidable number of privateers, which the maſters of ſhips themſelves, 
ſometime priſoners in Spain, have made appear at your bar. 

Another inſtance of negligence, if it merit ſo gentle an appellation, 
I have next to produce, not by way of compariſon, for there is ſcarce an 
example to match it in any civilized nation; a wild and unpoliſhed peo · 
ple, ſtrangers to government and the laws of humanity, might have been 
guilty of ſuch a conduct, and ſtood excuſed from their ignorance and 
barbariſm » as little, Sir, as this character may relate to us, we have 
been guilty of a neglect ſo unprecedented, ſo repugnant to the practice 
of nations, as nothing can probably account for, but an inflexible reſo- 
lution to bring upon trade every imaginable difficulty from every quar- 


ter: I mean, Sir, that when the enemy had taken ſuch effeQual mea- 
Cures, as anſwered the eſſential purpoſes of a cartel, when they had de- 


monſtrated this their good inclination by the mot ſubſtantial proofs, 

there prevailed notwithſtanding in England fuch a ſpirit of inhumanity, 

as ſuffered thoſe numbers of our countrymen made priſoners by the 

— of war, to lie expoſed to want and miſery, to inſolence and 

2 in the — of Spain. ws by refuſing to make good — 
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moſt reaſonable engagements, though approved and confirmed by the 


ſupreme powers in the kingdom, ſuch was this implacable ſpirit, that it 
laid even thoſe, who taken in the merchant's ſervice, had obtained their 
freedom, under the cruel neceſſity of ſurrendering themſelves up to the 
enemy again, of leaving their families and their country, and of making 
the hard exehange of freedom for captivity a ſecond time: by which 
means the good intentions of the enemy, ſo beneficial to both kingdoms, 
were entirely defeated, merely that a new diſtreſs might be inflicted on 
trade, though purchaſed with the lives and liberties of our beſt ſubjects. Sir, 
it appears by our evidence, that the Spaniards had made ſo wiſe a diſpo- 
ſition to facilitate an exchange of priſoners, as nothing remained for us 
but to follow their example, which muſt in the end have produced a 
cartel in form, if after all it had been neceſſary ; that every other Rep, 
which was taken under the appearance of ſettling a cartel by the aid and 
interpoſition of France, was wandering wide from the mark directly 
in view, was a vain conſumption of time; a delay, which could pro- 


ceed from no other motives, but either a total inattention, or an ex- 


preſs deſign of promoting in every ſhape that known, that original, 
that favourite plan of making the merchants uneaſy with the war, 

That there was always a great officer in Biſcay, little leſs than 
viceroy, in the province, nephew to Don Sebaſtian de la Quadra, and 
ſtiled the Intendant of the Marine; that this officer was conſtantly 
veſted with a plenary power to diſcharge the Engliſh from captivity 
without any immediate intercourſe with Madrid z and that he exer- 

ciſed this authority without controul or reprimand, even while the 
council of war and court of admiralty were differing about the form 
of a cartel at Madrid, are facts, which the ſeveral maſters of ſhips, 
| ſometimes priſoners in Spain, have eſtabliſhed at your bar. 


That far the greater part of the Engliſh priſoners were under the ju- 


riſdiction, and at the diſpoſal of this officer, and muſt have been ſo of 
neceſſity during the whole war, is a fact, which will appear undeniable 
upon the leaſt reflection. Moſt of the Engliſh were taken in merchant- 


men, near, or in the channel and ſoundings, and carried into Port Paſ- 


ſage, St. Sebaſtian, or Bilbao, and conſequently muſt have come under 
the command of this intendant of the marine in that province ; and by 
the memorial preſented by David Crokat to the Lords Juſtices, that diſ- 
regarded memorial figned by ſeveral land-officers, among others, who 
had deen brought from St. Auguſtin, and by the evidence of Crokat him- 
ſelf, who came with other priſoners from the Havannah, it appears, 
that St. Sebaſtian is a general rendezvous, whither the Engliſh are con- 
veyed from the moſt diſtant parts of the world: conſequently that far 
the greateſt number of our priſoners muſt of neceſſity have been under 
the juriſdiction of this officer, I hope will be admitted as another eſta« 
bliſhed fact. 

That he ſhewed the utmoſt willingneſs -to promote an exchange of 


priſoners, that he made uſe of his power to diſmiſs them with readineſs 


and alacrity, I appeal to all our evidence in general, who ſpoke to the 
cartel; and firſt to Mr. Bell, the commiſſioner of the ſick and wound- 
ed, whom you heard declare, that at the commencement of the war our 
people were treated with humanity by the Spaniards, were ſet at liberty 


in conſiderable numbers, and even received money to bear the charge of 


their. journey through that country ; I appeal, Sir, to the ſeveral cap- 
tains ſo often referred to already, who all agreed in various inſtances: of 
Engliſh captives diſcharged by the intendant, ſome on their bare obliga- 
tion to procure the diſmiſſion of an-equal-number of Spaniards from 


Frans or to ſurrender themſelves again priſoners of war y others,. to 
the 
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the number of thirty-ſeven at one time, upon three more, Forbez, Phil- 


lips, and Warner, becoming pledges for the releaſe of even a lefs num- 


ber of Spaniards who were made prifoners on board the Stamboline, 
when that hip was retaken; 3 and that the intendant at length deſiſted 


from exerting his authority in favour of the Engliſh, merely from the 


delays and breach of faith on our ſide. 
Thus, Sir, it is evident, that the effect, the ſubſtance of a cartel per- 
petually reſided in this officer at St. Sebaſtlatz though tlie form might 


be matter of controverſy at Madrid; and nothing remained for us, but 
to follow his example, to diſmiſs the Spaniards as faſt as their intendant 
diſcharged the Englith ; a very obvious method, and even recommended, 


at leaſt ſtrongly implied by the addreſs of this Houſe to his Majeſty 
Feo, the gth, 1740, upon the ſubject of a cartel. And had we, Sir, 
releaſed the Spaniards without delay, and with as little heſitation, as 
they diſcharged the Engliſh, not only the priſoners, in Biſcay, who, I 
hope, have been demonſtrated to be far the greater part of the whole 


45%; 


our A of cle. == cauſed the Bart to march from thence to 


remoter places. ; 
Thus, Sir, it appears, that the effect of à cartel was always within 
our reach at St. Sebaſtian ; an obvious-method, which at leaſt might 


have been put in practice, till a cartel were eftaMliſhed ! in form, and 


it is more than probable, that the form, if found to be neceſſary a at 
all, would have naturally followed the ſubſtance, in conſequence of 
ſo conſtant an intercourſe with the Spaniards in exchanging priſoners 
directly with the intendant, by which means the trouble might have 
been ſpared of going round by the way of Paris, to procure the cartel 
from Madrid; a delay conſiderably exceeding two years "already, and 
attended in the mean time with the loſs of" thouſands of his ee 3 
moſt uſeful Subjects. 1 

Having now ſet forth the meaſures taken by the enemy for an ex- 
change -of priſoners, it will not be improper to ſhew;' what returns 
were made from England 5 the” whole amount ' of Wich has been 
trifling and delay, di couraging, diſappointing, and provoking the ene- 
my, checking and diſcountenancing the A ord offices of private per- 
fons, who had actually formed a correſf ondence to ptomote the” ex- 
change of priſoners with a very conſiderable perſon at + Sebaſtian; fa- 
ther-in-law to this very intendant, and ons of whoſe letters pron 
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terthng'' to ſend away the Spaniards taken on of Eng the Stümdeube, 


till the end of January, as you were informed by Mr. Bell himſelf ; 


whereas the thirty-ſeven Engliſh were diſmiſſed” from St. Sebaſtian in 
the month of April e a delay on ur Fart of near ten 
months. a 

The next inſtance is vally flagrant you bing from Mr: Mavifice 
Barrow, agent for Capt. Maxey, ſet at liberty with two more from St. 


Sebaſtian in April, how many months he was toliciting the admĩralty 
and ſegretary's office in vain, to procure the releaſe of an equal number 


of Spaniards ; that oi hinting his fears to the ſecretary's-office of being 
ſummoned to the bar of this 2 * the * he at * obtained, 
What 


WE 
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what had coſt him eight months. fruitleſs ſollicitation before, an order 


for their diſcharge, which was tranſmitted to him on the very day, the 
merchants petition was preſented to this houſe : a demonſtration, that 


there was always a power to Alchame them, and that the inclination. 


only was wanting. 


1 ſhall trouble you, Sir, but with one inſtance more, the moſt ex- 
traordinary in this whole proceeding. Auſtin and Carter, two captains 
of merchant-men, were ſet at liberty by the intendant of the marine at 


St. Sebaſtian, who required in, return, two brothers named Scarza, 
captain and lieutenant of a Spaniſh privateer. It muſt be left with the 


committee to, determine, whether this demand was unreaſonable in the 


intendant, and whether two captains of Engliſh merchant-men are not 
an equivalent for twoSpaniſh fiſhermen, who had taken courage from our 


neglects, to aſſume the title of captain and lieutenant, and had been 


enabled by our plunder to ſtep from a fiſhing-bark into a privateer. Mr, 
Da Cofta undertook to follicit the relcaſe of theſe two Spaniards, and 


finding ſome perſons of very great influence to be in the country at that 


time, was forced to trouble the Lords Juſtices with his application, who 
were no ſooner appriſed of the whole tranſaction, hut with the utmoſt 


readineſs and diſpatch, they commanded the lords of the admiralty to 


iſſue out an order for the releaſe of theſe two Scarzas, to the commiſſi- 


oners of ſick and wounded, Mr. Da Coſta being informed of this 
proceeding immediately, ſent advice of the order for enlarging the two 


Scarzas to his correſpondent at St. Sebaſtian, who was no leſs than fa- 
ther-in-law to the intendant, Not many days after he receives a viſit 
from our commiſſary of the Spaniſh priſoners at Portſmouth, that is, 
Sir, from the perſon, whoſe place depends on detaining them in Eng- 
land. He makes a propoſal to Da Goſta, to adulterate the order from 
the admiralty, and inſtead of one of the Scarzas to inſert another per- 
ſon ; this Mr. Da Coſta refuſed, and in a few hours after was informed, 
that the order was countermanded. Under the utmoſt ſurprize at the 
news, he haftens to the. admiralty, the ſecretary s- office, and the re- 
gency, and could not learn, that any one of thoſe offices knew of 
this countermanding order. Soon after he receives a ſecond viſit 
from the commiſſary, who rene ws his former propoſal, and ſtrengthens 
it with an offer of fifty pounds, this was likewiſe rejected; and Mr. 
Da Coſta declared at your bar, that had he conſented to ſo irregular 
a proceeding, . as altering the admiralty's order, and accepted of this 
bribe, he verily believed, the uſe intended to be made of both was te 
bave diſcredited him fo far both here and in Spain, as to render 
ineffectual any further attempts, he might make to facilitate the ex- 
change of priſoners. 

To unravel the ſecrets of this myſterious tranſaction, and diſcover 
by whoſe authority the order for releaſing the two Scarzas was 
countermanded, Mr. Bell commiſſioner. of the fick and wounded, was 
ſummoned to your bar; who took the whole upon himſelf, aſſerting, 
that when he received 'the order for their diſcharge, he immediately 
repreſented againſt them, as being daring privateers, which he ground- 
ed particularly on the defence they made with great guns and ſmall 
arms, as he had been informed by the commander of the Rupert, 
who took them; but this he abſolutely recanted the ſecond time he 
appeared at your bar, being aſked when he laſt ſaw the commander 
of the Rupert. 

This particular, therefore, being removed, all other ground of his 
repreſentation reſted on a mere ſpeculative, political point, whether 
in — it is proper to „ the officers of privateers for 

captains 
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captains of merchant-men, And can it be ſuppoſed, that the FRE. 
juſtices, and the lords of the admiralty, could want the aſſiſtance 
and advice of Mr. Bell, to judge properly of ſuch: a point as this? 
Hat this been the real obje&tion, it muſt be preſumed, that it would 
have occurred to them, before they cauſed the order to be iflued. 
out, Another material circumſtance muſt not be omitted; though Mr, 
Bell aſſerts, that he repreſented againſt theſe two Spaniards, as ſoon as: 
he received the order for their releaſe, he acknowledges. at the ſame 
time, that he immediately ſent for Mr, Da Coſta, who came with Auſtin 
and Carter, told him, they were the two captains releaſed againſt the- 
two Scarzas, and with great difficulty diſſuaded Mr. Bell from ſending | 


the order down to Portſmouth by that night's poſt; and that day was 


proved on all fides by Mr. Bell, Mr. Magnus the merchant, Mr. Da 
Coſta, Captain Auſtin, and Carter, to be Friday the eighteenth of Sep- 
tember. Sir, I am not going to take up your time with dates, and ex- 
hauſt your patience once more; there is but one, which I muſt 

leave to inſiſt on. The three laſt mentioned perſons, Da Coſta, Auſtin; 


and Carter, poſttively affirmed, that on the Thurſday following, that is; 


the twenty-fourth of September, they were again at Mr. Bell's office, 
who told them, the order was then actually gone down; which 'was 
confirmed by a letter from a perſon at Portſmouth, who had been 
wrote to by that very Friday's poſt, to provide a veſſel to convey 
the priſoners from thence, and whoſe letter, dated the twenty; fifth, 
was produced at your bar, mentioning the order to be come down 
for the releaſe of the two Scarzas by name: and notwithſtanding 
this, the ſecond order countermanding . their diſcharge is dated, or an- 
tedated, Sir, as of the very eighteenth, the Friday, when Mr. Bell 
was ſo preſſing to fend down the firſt by that night's poſt for their 
immediate diſcharge. Upon the whole, Sir, it is ſcarce poſſible, : that 
the date of the countermanding order can be genuine; and let me 


humbly defire you, Sir, to recollect, who were the perſons particu- 
larly mentioned at your bar to have been out af town, when the 


firſt order of releaſe was ſo eaſily obtained, and who was ſaid to 
be returned from the country, before that order was really coun» 


termanded, Upon the whole, Sir, it is ſubmitted to you, whether 
there is not ſomething extremely dark and myſterious contained in 


this tranſaction: Sir, is it poſſible to imagine, that a perſon in Mr. 
Bell's fituation, from any motives of his own, or on a. meer ſpecu- 
lative, political point, whether it is fit to exchange officers of pri- 


| vateers for captains of merchant-ſhips; would have taken upon him- 


ſelf to repreſent againſt an order of the admiralty, iſſued out with the 


ſolemnity of a command from the ſupreme powers in the kingdom? 


Sir, he undoubtedly acted by direction, a direction which could proceed 


from that quarter only, where it is notorious, that favourite plan took 
| birth, of making the merchants by every means poſſible, weary of the 


War z and this will appear the more evident, as we are now come to 
that part of the argument, which will evince what real diftreſs muſt 
fall upon trade from the fingle eicumſtanes 8 embaraſſing the ex- 


| change 'of priſoners. 


It - has already been obſerved, that moſt of our captives in Spain 


are ſailors, taken in the merchants ſervice. It is the- ſailor, who 
is the life of trade; without him the kill of the merchant, - the 


beauty and cheapneſs of the manufacture, and the quantity of ſhip- 
ping are uſeleſs and vain, In the beſt- conducted war, a ſcarcity of 
ſeamen is unavoidable ; therefore the keeping of our maſters of ſhips, 


and ſuch numbers of mariners in the enemy's power during — | 
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able ſearcity: of hands, was throwing a new difficulty on trade, perhaps 
with all its conſequences the greateſt poſſible, and at once accoun.s for ſo. 
unuſual a procedure : for while his Majeſty employs ſo many hands for 
the neceſſities of the government, ſo far as this ſcheme of keeping the 
remainder in the enemies power can be extended, trade in proportion 
muſt be put to a ſtand. Let gentlemen compute, how many ſeamen 
will be requiſite to navigate three hundred and thirty-ſeven veſſels; they 
will.amount to ſeveral thouſands ; the greateſt. part of which are in all 
probability dead with hardſhip, or enliſted in the Spaniſh ſervice, and 

perhaps for ever loſt to this kingdom; a loſs more fatal, more national, 
— the value of all ann and cargoes, which have ſounded ſo high 
in our complaints. 

Theſe loſſes, merely as fac; ahrogh: ſoar merchants may have been 
addin; yet independent of a natioul conſideration. are the leaſt part-of 
quri cbmplaints, which. merits your attention. . Nay the Britiſh Senate 
had eumdeſtended beneath its. dignity in devoting ſx days of its time to 
the bare misfortunes. or. n ruin of a few individuals. A merchant 


; Gmking in the great current ot trade occaſions no more alteration to the 


Whole, than, the dropping of a pebble through a deep ſtręgam: while it 
is paſſing to the bottom, it. diſunites for a moment, anti diſorders a few 

particles of the whole maſs, which inſtantaneouſty recovers its former 

fate, · and proceeds on its. courſe to all appearance uninterrupted; and un- 

changed as before. The loſs of ſhips and. their ladings, however valuable, 

art eaſily repair d: thefe are the mate rials of trade, and in a great com- 

mercial nation are always in readineſs; the manufacturer ſoon furniſhnes 

new cargoes, and freſh veſſels are as quickly provided to receive them. 

But the loſs of tlie ſeaman is not ſo immediately repair d; that gallant 

ant uſeful ſubject is not render'd- the ſupport of trade, the bulwark of 

his country, and the terror of her enemies, but by: length of time and ex- 

perience,-.' Let gentlemen once mote 'compute how many thouſands of 

ptiſoners.muſt have been taken by the enemy during this war; to, this 

tet them add tho / melanchbly conſderation, that. theſe are Britiſh ſailors, 

and the greateſt part of them for want of a cartel, either through neglect 

or deſign, for ever loſt to this country. How hard is hg merchant's lot. 

it is he; and his ſervice, vrhich forms the ſea- man; it is he who fur- 

niſhes him to the public 3 fifty thouſand and upwards of theſe, brave, 

theſe uſeful men, has the trade ſupplied during this War. Sir, L Will rea- 

dily allow, that there are many objects of greater contern to the, ſtate, 

than rhe; bare defence bf trade; the equipping of fleets, the undertaking 

important -expeditions,. the attempting \confiderable conqueſts, and the 

contending for victory are all of an higher and more. national impart ; 

yet ſurely, Sir, they, vvho ſo largely contribute to theſe great purpoſes; 
they, who furniſh ſo large à Proportion of the public defence and ſupport, 
are entitled to ſome fmall-ſhare of the public protection: at leaſt, Sir, 
they cannot deſerve the mortification of ſeeing their ſailors lie neglected 
in captivity, or taking arms againſt them, and. aſſiſting the enemy: nor 
can the Britiſh ſeamen deſerve to periſi thus miſerably. in jail, loſt to 

their afflicted and ſtarving families, or be reduced by deſpair to the hard 

neceſſity of ſerving the Sprniards Againſt thei · old maſters, and againſt 
their · country. And, that there is ſcarce a privateer fitted out from Spain, 


ä _ has ſome Engliſh priſoners on board, more or leſs, and that this has 


51 


| been the effect of inhuman treatment, and deſpair of their freedom, tas 
deen proved by the ſeveral maſters of ſhips ſo often referred to already. 
But the barbarous uſage of the Engliſh may by ſome be entirely im- 
puted to the character and temper of the Spaniards; that they are a 
cruel enemy none will diſpute; but, Sir, I muſt beg your permiſſion to 
mention 


= 3 ) 
ps | mention, two particulars, which will fet forth what keennefs has 1 
ſo. ſhewn on our ſide, to make the moſt of this ſavage diſpoſition, and to in- 
or 7 creaſe and ſharpen their native cruelty againſt thoſe unhappy' ſeamen, 
he - | | who were taken in the ſervice of trade, When the intendant of the 
on, | marine at St. Sabaſtian was exaſperated with our delays and breach of 
en | faith, and tefus'd to diſmiſs any more of the Engliſh, the arinadores, or 
ey perſons intereſted in the privateers, finding the number of priſoners in- 
all | creaſing daily upon their hands, whom by their laws they were obliged 
nd to maintain at their own charge, and finding the intendant would ſet 
al, no more at liberty, diſcourag'd and provok'd at our conduct, which 
gh plainly ſhew'd an averſion to exchange priſoners with them, they were 
| [ at laſt under a neceſſity of petitioning their king to take the Engliſn 
en ö into his own cuſtody; which occaſion'd their removal higher up the 
of = country to Pampelona and Saragoſſa, 'whete, their hard uſage increaſing, 
te | ſuch numbers were compelled to enter into the ſervice of Spain, This 
to misfortune may juſtly and ſolely be attributed to our own tfifling, our 
nt wilful delays and breach of faith. . 
he Another cauſe of their inſolent behaviour to our captives is of an 
it higher nature; but what neceſſarily appears from our evidence, and 
v | ; manifeſtly proceeds from our own management, Every nation, which 
cr | in time of war renders itſelf formidable by the vigour of its meaſures, 
n- will ſecure a good treatment for its captive ſubjects, in proportion as it 
le, exerts its ſtrength, and puts itſelf into à condition of returning and 
n- | amply revenging any ill uſage or cruelty, the enemy may practiſe. You 
es have heard from ſeveral maſters of ſhips, who had paſt a conſiderable 
m. time at St, Sebaſtian, how eaſy they eſteem the attempt of laying: that 
nt | town. in aſhes, or at leaſt of making its harbout uſeleſs, only by ſinking 
of two old fiy-boats in the entrance, which is narrow, and no more than 
* +4 . four fathom and a half deep at low-water : You heard from the ſame 
of | : evidence, what continual alarms the'Spaniards were under from the 
ais 3 : pearance of Captain Ambroſe off that coaſt with a ſingle fifty-gun 
5, | | 125 3 that they haled their privateers on ſhore, unrigged them, for- 
:& bore putting to ſea for fix weeks, and that the firſt, which went out 
t! FEE after his departure, could procure but little more than half her compli- 
- 5 ment of men; that one night the accidental firing of guns from one of 
Ee, | their own ſhips in diſtreſs, put the governor, the garriſon, and the 
——— : _ whole town into a general conſternation, apprehending deſtruction to 
te, : be at hand with the navy of England, They feared, Sir, what we 
=_ 5: | could never hope; nor will I preſume to aſſert, how far it was ever 
he : pradticable to have taken St. Sebaſtian; but thus much may be ſafely 
FW _ affirmed, it was always in our power” to have increaſed the dread, 
S; _ theſe people ſeem ſo gaturally to have conceived of us; they might have 
rt, | ſeen for once the Engliſh flag flying before their harbour; the bare 
3 attempt àgainſt them, the burning a few of their houſes, might have 
ed 5 made ſo much advantage of their fears, as to have ſecured a more 
or | humane treatment of our priſoners. On the contrary, when they were 
to convinced of our moderation and forbearance, which for two years 
xd | _ together had. avoided to bring upon them thoſe calamities, they dreaded 
Nt © ſo much; when they perceived their own fears to be as vain as che 
n, "Engliſh hopes, that any attempt would be made upon St. Sebaſtian, 
as their unchaſtiſed inſolence increaſed, as their apprehenſions diminiſhed ; 
as 2 and they found themſelves at keifure; and in quiet to wanton uncon- 
troled in the miſery of their Brigſh captives. 
N- Sir, upon. that head of our petition relating to the proper tations of 
2 | ; © cruiſers, it will be ſufficient to remind the Committee of the many maſ- 
ro B ters of ſhips, who all concurred in OW that in their ſeveral 
on = 6 voyages 
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voyages they had never ſeen one Engliſh man of. war upon the cruiſe, 
though ſome had paſſed twice, ſome fix times, ſome eight, ſome ten 
times during this war in and out of the channel; ſome, detained for 
many days in the chops of it, while the wind was fair to bring the men 
of war out, and the weather moderate; as David Crokat, for inftance, 
who, coming from the Havannah in a Spaniſh veſſel, lay beating fixteen 
days together, and Captain Allen twenty-eight. In fine, they all de- | 
clared, they had ſeen no Engliſh man of war upon the cruiſe. I ſhall | 
therefore proceed to trouble the Committee with ſome obſervations on | 
the liſts of cruiſers laid before the houſe by the proper officers ; the firſt | 
| commencing at the declaration of war, and continued to the end of | 
| | December 1740: though I ſhall not take up much of your time upon 
| this head, but rather offer my oBſervations, as matter of form, fince 
| the papers were admitted in evidence; eſpecially as there are ſo many 
'gentlemen within the bar more converſant with naval affairs, and bet- 
ter qualified than myſelf, who will be able to convince you, that the 
| ſtrongeſt evidence of neglect is contained in the ſeveral papers delivered 
in from the- admiralty. I will firſt beg leave to obſerve, that it was 
eight months from the declaration of war, as appears by this liſt, before | 
any ſhip was ſtationed off Cape Clare in Ireland, which you heard from 
the ſeveral ſea · ſaring perſons at your bar to be confidered as a very im- 
portant ſtation, Sir, the Panther is ordered on the 14th of June 1740, 
to cruiſe thirty or forty leagues to the weftward of Scilly, and ſome- — 
times off Cape Clare; that is, Sir, as often as the commander could find | 
leiſurs out of the twenty-ſeven days, he continued on that cruiſe. Sir, 
it was nine months from the declaration of war before any ſhip was ſta- 
tiened off St. Sebaſtian, The next particular, which merits your notice 
in this liſt of cruiſers, is the extraordinary contrivance to ſwell the 
| number by inſerting with great form veſſels, which could be employed 
| on no other ſervice but impreſſing ; ſuch as were ſtationed off Leith in 
1 | Scotland, Whitehaven in Cumberland, Leverpool in Lancaſhire, and 
Yarmouth in Norfolk, places where no privateer is ever ſeen. Not, Sir, 
* | . that we complain of impreſſing in general, as ſhall be more diſtinctly 
8 | explained, when I come to that head; yet, Sir, to rank theſe preſſing 
Z veſſels in the ſame liſt with thoſe, who are ſuppoſed to be employed f 
againſt the. enemy's privateers for the defence of trade, is ſurely a very 
; | unjuſtifiable artifice to ſwell the number of cruifers. There is a ſecond 
1 liſt, Sir, or rather a continuation of this to December 1741. Permit 
me, Sir, to beſpeak your attention to the paper, I have in my hand, 
| | and be pleaſed to carry the nature of it in your thoughts: it is a liſt of 
IF g ſhips employed to, cruiſe againſt privateers. I am now come to that 
part, where a powerful fleet, commanded by two admirals, ſuppoſed to 
ba ſent out on the important concerns of three kingdoms, whoſe expec- 
_ tajiqns were fixed on ſome ſudden and great event, is yet without thame 
1 _ ſet, down in this liſt as cruiſers * the privateers of a Spaniſh fiſhing- 
. _ town. . Sir, if this fleet, conſiſting of no leſs than the Victory, the 
ET Royal Soyereign, and other the principal ſhips in the Britiſh navy, were 
ww really deſtined to annoy privateers, and for that fingle purpoſe, as ap- 
| _ pears by this paper, was truſted to ſea in the month of November, a 
' ſeaſon when ſhips of that ſize were ſcarce ever ſeen upon the ocean, 
fince the being of the royal navy; and if this is to be conſidered as an 
| inſtance of concern for trade, there is not a merchant, who will dare 
| to make the leaſt ſhadow of an acknowledgment for ſuch a procedure, 
\ unleſs he means to forfeit the character of an Engliſhman. Letters have 
| been produced in our evidence, intimating the contempt, | which our 
| inſolent neighbours, the French, have thrown on the conduct of Great 
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Tritain, Sir, in what manner would this expedition have been treated, 


in what light confidered by all the nations of Europe, as well as by 
England, Scotland, and Ireland, could it have been foreſeen at the time, 


when our firſt and ſecond-rate men of war were fitted out with ſo 
pompous a preparation, and put to ſea with ſuch vaſt expectations, that 
they would have been given in at laſt to the Houſe of Commons under- 


the title and pretence of cruiſers ? 1 ſay, Sir, pretence of cruiſers ; for 
while they were at ſea, the enemy made the greateſt havock with our 
trade: the loſſes ſuſtained in the months of September, October, and 
November, were the firſt foundation of our petition to this Houſe; and 


had the number of hands, requifite to man one firſt-rate ſhip of war been 


diſtributed among ſmaller veſſels, and thoſe properly ſtationed, the mer- 
chants would have obtained all the ſecurity they could defire, and would 
never have troubled this houſe with the leaſt complaint, 

Sir, it further appears by this liſt, that the admiralty reckon every 
ſhip to be out on a cruiſe from the time ſhe is firſt ſent upon the ſtation, 
till ſhe is ordered off to ſome other ſervice, without allowing for theic 
frequently quitting their ſtation in the interval, and retiring into port. 
What truſt is to be repoſed in this liſt may be diſcovered by the con- 
duct of the Kingſton, which failed from Plymouth the 26th of February, 
got ſafe to Corke the 14th of March, ſet ſail from thence the zoth, and 
arrived ſafe at Liſbon the 14th of April; 3 and this ſhip notwithſtanding 
is ſet down in due form as a cruiſer for ſix weeks in the Soundings. 
The ſecond time the Kingſton was out, it appears, by the commander's 
own letter to Mr. Corbet of the 24th of September laſt, that he received 
cruiſing orders from Captain Ambroſe on the 4th of that month, left his 
ſtation the 7th, and ſoon after arrived ſafe to Liſbon once more. But as 
we have been deprived of the evidence, we expected, from the Captain's 
journals, which notwithſtandmg the order of this houſe have not been 
laid upon the table, it is impoſſible to diſcover, what other fallacies may 
lie concealed in this liſt; though from this tardineſs, I hope, I may 
fairly take the advantage of obſerving, that the keeping back the Cap- 
tain's journals, and other material papers, ſo long after they were called 
for, ſeems to be a tacit admiſſion, that they contain ſome evidence, which 


is unwilling to ſee the day, and that our accuſations are juſt, and well 


founded, Upon the whole it is evident, from the face of this liſt, that 


there have ſcarce been more than two ſhips at a time cruiſing in the 
| Soundings, .and they often but for a few days, frequently no more than 


one ſhip, and ſometimes none at all: and that the admiralty may not 
have an excuſe by pleading want of knowledge or intelligence, permit 
me, Sir, to remind you of their own letter in anſwer to the Duke of 
Newcaitle, dated the 2 iſt of May; where it appears, they were per- 
fectly acquainted with the fair way, the known tract of the home ward- 
bound trade, which they acknowledge to be the latitude, where the Spa- 
niſh privateers generally cruiſe; and at the ſame time frankly confeſs to 
his Grace, that there had been but one ſhip ſtationed there ſince March, 
which returning the beginning of that inſtant. May, they had cauſed 
another to ſail from Plymouth on the ninth to take the place of the 
former. Whence it is plain, that there muſt have been an interval of 
ſome days between the departure of the firſt from her tation, and the 
arrival of the laſt to ſucceed her, that this knoyn tract was left without 
any cruiſer at all, and conſequently the ſeven privateers, which the 


Duke of Newcaſtle took care to inform the board, were watchipg to 


intercept the home ward-bound trade, were for fine time left at large to 
make what havock they pleaſed, The letter concludes with ackgow- 
edging the various applications almaſe daily made from every branch of 
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trade for protection, but that ſhips were really wanting for the many dife. 
ferent ſervices required, By ſome letters, we have produced in evi- 


dence, foreigners are ſaid to enquire with aſtoniſhment, what has been 


done with the multitude of ſhips, we have had in commiſſion ; this let- 


ter from the admiralty would perſuade, that there are more ſervices than 
ſhips : but what, and how effectual to the public theſe ſervices have 


proved, that ſo few ſhips have been ſpared for the protection of trade, 
is a conſideration for this Houſe, and not for me, And I think myſelf 
bound in juſtice further to declare on this head, that though we have 


involved the commanders of men of war in the ſame accuſation with 
their ſuperiors, it is more than probable, that thoſe gentlemen may have 
much to offer in their own juſtification for quitting their ſtations, and 
frequently going into port. Who can. tell, what condition the ſhips 
were in, when they were firſt ordered out ; "whether their very propor- 
tions and dimenſions might not be unfit to abide hard weather ; whe- 
ther their compliments of men might not have been ſhort or fickly, and 
their proviſions of every kind either defective, or abſolutely bad. We, 
Sir, could only follow the lights we had; but it reſts with this Houſe 


to condeſcend and take the clue from our hands, to make the ſtrifteſt 
enquiry, to diſtinguiſh the innocent from the guilty, trace every grievance 


to its true author, and ſee, that none ſuffer, either in their character, 
or otherwiſe, but thoſe, who are truely guilty, 

Sir, I now proceed to the head of convoys; upon which I will firſt 
remind you of that moſt Qiſtin& and material evidence delivered by Mr, 


Wilkinſon, who proved, that the Portugal fleet had been detained for 


near twelve months, partly for want of protections, partly by the delay 
of convoys, and laſtly by being tack'd to a large fleet of men of war, a 
circumſtance, which might occaſion the loſs of two months upon the 
whole, Some will be ready to aſcribe this laſt delay to contrary winds : 
Sir, it is well known, the winds were not perpetually contrary at that 
time, and there were many opportunities for the Portugal fleet and its 
convoy to have got clear of the channel, had they not been made part of 
an expedition : and it had been more politic, more beneficial for every 
intereſt in the kingdom, to have ſtopt even an important expedition, 
by lending men out of his Majeſty” $ ſhips for the uſe of the Portugal 


fleet, rather than by detaining it ſo long to have given our rivals, the 


French, ſuch immenſe advantages againſt us; who, finding the Portu- 
eſe to be in great want of Engliſh bayes, took the opportunity of this 
atal delay to ſlip into the market with a manufacture of their own, 

which the Portugueſe were obliged to make uſe of inſtead of our's, 

Ignorance, a wretched excuſe at all times, cannot be pleaded here; 


the merchants of London, in their applications for protections and con- 


voys, ſet forth their apprehenfions- of an event ſo pernicious to this 
country, in caſe the woollen manuſactures of France ſhould take place in 
Portugal: And that this was the fatal conſequence of our own neglect, 
is manifeſt by the * repreſentation of the factory at Liſbon to Conſul 
Compton, and by his letter to the Duke of Newcaftle ; which further 


ſets forth, that the Engliſh were in danger of loſing the benefit of paſſing 5 


through their hands the ſeveral balances of trade due from the Portugueſe 
to foreign nations; that during the interval, when no convoy was ſuf- 
fered to depart from Lisbon for fix months together, in order, as was 


reported, to chaſtiſe the inſolence of the merchants, the Dutch imme- 


diately feized the fayourable occaſion of ſending two men of war to be- 


come the carriers of gold from Liſbon, That our captains of men or 


Yide Appendix, 1 8 8 
; | war 


— — 6 


F * 
„ e A a 


„ K- = „ =: ay FR „ „% „ „ „ 


„ 2 A, ww 4 aA 


may wy „ os 


A A 


a &# if Aa o£,] #a. 


a_ > woo — 1 


67) 


War abſented themſelves, or avoided ſo good a perquiſite through their 
| own inclination, and without poſitive directions, is a moſt improbable 
ſuppoſition; eſpecially as one commander has ſhewn ſuch particular 


fondneſs for a Liſbon voyage, as to have twice quitted his ſtation in one 
year, and put the public to the expence of four pounds a man per month, 
while his ſhip lay unemployed a conſiderable time at Liſbon, with 
no other view than to procure a freight of gold from thence te 
England. | 73 225 : 

Laſtly we have ſhewn; that not only a pacquet from Liſbon with fif- 
teen thouſand pounds on board h.s been ſuffer'd to be taken; of which 
there is but one inſtance in the late French war, and that this capture was 
made after notice previouſly given by the merchants; that ſtronger veſ- 
ſels ought to be employ'd in that ſervice ; but to complete our misfor- 


tunes, the French have now ſet up a pacquet of their own between Havre- 


de- race and Liſhon,and are conſequently in the way of becoming conſi- 
derable ſharers with the Engliſh in tranſporting gold from Portugal. But 
what avail'd repreſentations and warnings of theſe impending and nation- 
al calamities to thoſe, who have ſhewn by their actions, that they in- 
tended no leſs ſhould be the effect of their management? The merchants 
were now moſt completely diſtreſs'd ; the favourite plan was now brought 
toperfe&ion ;z and the French, thoſe faithful and diſintereſted friends to 
Great Britain, were at the ſame time oblig'd in a peculiar manner by 


being admitted co-partners with us in our Portugal trade; a reward, 


they well deſerv'd for their early and diligent care in procuring a cartel 
in our behalf from the obſtinate Spaniard. But it reſts with this Houſe 
not only to redreſs the ſtarving manufaQurer, and the injured merchant, 
hut to enquire, what benefit the Janded intereſt will receive from this 
conduct, and what has been or can be obtain'd from France as an equi- 
valent for our woollen manufacture. | | 

The other parts of Mr. Wilkinſon's evidence relate to the behaviour 
of a commander, who was accus'd by the Portugal merchahtts of taking 
twenty-ſeven ſhips under his convoy at Liſbon, and not bringing one 
with him to England; the ſame gentleman likewiſe mention'd a ſingu- 


lar circumſtance of the maſter of a ſhip, who having been taken under 


convoy by another commander and deſerted at ſea in twenty-four hours, 
and being brought up to the admiralty by ſeveral merchants in order to 
complain and make his affidavit, was there refus'd to be heard or ad- 
mitted. . 

The delay of the Eaſt- India convoy muſt have made a due impreſſion 
on the Committee; it will be ſufficient, if I juſt remind you, that the 
convoy. did not fail till four months after proper application made by the 
company, and notice given, what time the men of war ought to reach St. 


Helena; by which negle& the India fleet ſail'd from thenee without con- 


voy, and above a million of Engliſh property was left expos'd to the 
enemy. _ FE, | 1 [lt at bog 
Mr. Crokat, the Carolina merchagt, inform'd you, that the commander 


of the Tartar man of war undertook to ſee four ſhips ſafe from that 


coaſt; but within the uſual limits of a convoy ſrom thenee the enemy's 
privateers found means to make prize of three ; by which, misfortune 
two thouſand two hundred barrels of rice were conveyed to the ſtarving 
inhabitants of St. {0 (np - 2 | 
Before I conclude this head, I muſt beg your permiſſion to trouble the 
Committee with a ſhort narration. When the, merchants firſt met to de- 
liberate on their. petition to this Houſe, and digeſt. the various heads of 


-omplaint, the name of Captain Ambroſe was dropt in the,aiſembly, and 


2 general applauſe enſued; every little reflection and cenſure ſubſided / 
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and for them to ſhew, that no future good conduct ſhould attone for one 
paſt error, was univerſally conſider'd as a procedure too ern for our 
times, and a diſcouragement to that little virtue, which, imbitter d as we 
were with ill uſage, we then thought exiſted in this country. And no 
ſmall ſacrifice. was made to this gentleman, for out of his cafe the mer- 
chants could have fram'd a very ſtrong article of complaint againſt his 
ſuperiours z but in tenderneſs to him this ſacrifice was made. It is true, 


Sir, he has been guilty of protecting the devoted trade of his country. The 


merchants hope, Sir, that the fame motives, which prevailed on them to 
forget his former miſtake, was not the cauſe ----- But I find, I am going 
too far, and will therefore beg leave to conclude this head with humbly 
aſſuring the Committee, that there is not à trader in London, who did not 


feel inexpreſſible concern, as ſoon as it was known, that this long- for- 


gotten error had again been revived, and notwithſtanding the intention 


and care of the merchants to conceal it, had been cruelly expoſed to pub- 


lic obſervation once more, 


Sir, I now proceed to the neglects of trade on the coaſt of North-Ame- 
rica, which have ſurely been amply made out by Captain Clack, Mr. 
Crokat, the merchant, and that multitude of letters, we produced," from 
the moſt conſiderable perſons in thoſe colonies. One moſt extraordinary 
circumſtance ſeems to merit your particular attention. When public re- 
preſentations had been tranſmitted to the admiralty, that the Phoenix 
man of war was quite out of repair and wanted a new bottom, and con- 


fidering how ill provided thoſe countries are for the purpoſe, would take 


up fix months to be completely refitted, care was taken to order the Tar- 
tar, the other remaining ſhip, from off that ſtation ; by which ſo conſi- 
derable a colony as South-Carolina, where even in times of peace two 
men of war had been conſtantly ſtation'd, ſometimes three, or more, was 
now left entirely naked for ſeveral months, and expos'd to the enemy's 
privateers, which were then known by information from the governor of 
that colony to infeſt the coaſt in great numbers. Sir, there are but two 
probable reafons, which can be affign'd for this management. It muſt 


either be confider'd as an inſtance of extending to North-America the 


favourite plan, FE have ſo often repeated; or elfe muſt have proceeded 
from another motive, which, when I come to mention, will fill this af. 
ſembly with indignation and horror, This naturally leads to the laſt head 
in our petition, and with the explanation of- this other motive for calling 
the Tartar from her ſtation at that particular juncture all our evidence 
will be cloſed. x N | 

The laſt head relates to arbitrary impreſſing. Sir, it is humbly hoped, 
the two inſtances, we produced, will acquit the merchants of intending 
the leaſt complaint againſt impreſſing in general; this they conſider among 
the number of inconveniencies, which every member of the community 
is obliged to undergo for the advantage of the whole; and under which 


the merchants, though they have heen treated as aliens, are ready and wil- ' 


ling to acquieſce : But, Sir, where the law connives at theſe neceſſary 
grievances, and ſorbears to interfere, there are yet certain methods and 
regulations pointed out by equity and common ſenſe to render theſe grie- 
vances as little burdenſome to the fubje& as poſſible, It is, Sir, of the 
moſt unprecedented deviations from all rules of juſtice and humanity 
that we complain. To recapitulate the particulars of an evidence, you. 
have heard this very day, would be tedious ; I ſhall therefore only dwell: 


vpon the circumſtances, which attended the impreſſing of Mr.Blydeſtein's | 


men in South-Carolina, as moſt diſtinctly related by himſelf at your bar, 
and confirmed by Captain Beſt, who was at that time upon the ſpot. 
Part of the crew belonging to the Tartar entered Mr, Blydeſtein's ſhip, 
forced open the cabin, whither the ſailors had retreated, fired ſeveral vol- 


ian 
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| a lies of ſmall-ſhot among them, notwithſtanding they offered to ſurrender; 
= and in the end one of them was killed by Samuel Bathurſt, Maſter of the 


LO Tartar, who with his companions was afterwards brought in guilty of 
Ao wilful murder by the Coroner's inqueſt of that province. The Coroner's 
I no boat coming to the man of war, and demanding the guilty perſons by 
2 the authority of that officer, ſupported with an order from the Gover- 
Fro nour, and the Chief-juſtice's warrant, was repelled by force, and threat- 
_ ened to be ſunk, in caſe it did not ſtand off: It has not appeared by our 
Ha 6 evidence, that a fingle ſhot was fired by the merchant's men from the 


cabin, but whether there was, or was not, whether Samuel Bathurſt 


Pi was guilty of the murder or nor, is of little conſequence in this whole 
* tranſaction: the ſtreſs does not lie there, nor is it, Sir, for the death of 
I r one man, nor to attack a ſingle murderer, that the mercantile intereſt of 
+ Great-Britain has been thus drawn up in array at your bar. Whatever 


. may be done by others, I will ſuppoſe that Samuel Bathurſt was innocent 
wo” of the murder; the ſtreſs of the whole lies here; being found guilty by 
the Coroner's inqueſt he was obliged to take his trial, whether innocent 
or not, and the protecting him by force againſt the Governour's order, and 


Mr the Chief-juſtice's warrant, was trampling the civil magiſtrate under foot, 
3 After this, when the commander of the Tartar apprehended; the gover- 


5 nour was preparing with anger and indignation to ſupport his authority 
_— | by force, he fled from his juriſdiction; and eight months after, when 


3 every witneſs was abſent, the murderers were acquitted by a mock- trial 
— before three captains of men of war. It was aſked, whether three cap- 
for tains compoſe a regular court-martial ; Sir, it is not material, whether 
Tar it was regular, or not; it is ſufficient, that firſt by protecting the 
— guilty perſons againſt the civil magiſtrate, and afterwards preſuming to 2 
8 5 | "_ and acquit them by three captains, the military power ſet the law at 9 
nb defiance, and treated the King's authority with contempt, And 
e | —_ Sir, 1 ſubmit to you, whether, excepting the general deſign of di- 8 
"yy 7 ſtreſſing trade in every ſhape, and in the moſt diſtant parts of the world, 2 
ele ſ any other motive as yet appears for ordering the Tartar off her ſtation at 
: = that time, the conſequence of which was leaving a confiderable colony 
en entirely defenceleſs, but an intention to ſcreen this murder, when the 
= _ murderers were demanded by the civil magiſtrate of South-Carolina, 
3 were then, and are ſtill liable to take their trial in a court of juſtice. 
. This is the laſt head in our petition, and here our evidence concludes. 
. „ 
. Sir, after the many grievances already enumerated to tell the Commit- 5 
oye | tee, that the heavieſt is yet behind, will perhaps awaken their aſtoniſh- RET 
| | ment, and, I humbly hope, beſpeak their patience a little longer. The i. 
e | ſubject of complaint, I have now to mention, is no leſs flagrant in its na- | 
eng ture, than if thoſe, who adminiſter juſtice in a neighbouring hall, ſhould | 
ous receive every plaintiff with anger, and reject his ſuit with diſdain, Howe | 
Py ever conſiderable, however meritorious to the public the mercantile in- 
wwe tereſt of Great Britain may appear at this bar, whatever degree of in- 
d — dulgence and regard the merchants may have found from this great aſ- | 
: 4 ſembly, in other places they have ſeverely experienc'd, that they were | 
4 2s deem' d unworthy of the public concern: Their complaints have been re- 
3 ag ceived with indifference. and their misfortunes imbitter*d with inſult and 8 f 
as Go ſcorn, Have applications been made ſetting forth the miſconduR of a | 
ey | commander, who deſerted the trade under his convoy, and left it expoſed 
. 4 5 wen | as a prey to the enemy? Did any cenſure paſs ? Was any redreſs obtain- 
A 442 ed? What anſwer was re urn'd but this? “ What weuld you have with 
= : 5* this captain, would you have him turn'd out, and the maſter 5fa mer- N 
8 0 he” & chant-man put into 22 room ? You would have all the capt-ins of his | 
; * ; «i 
; ſhip, C 2 Mreſty's | 
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& Majeſty's ſhips turn'd out, and maſters of merchant-men put into their 

at place ? Have public repreſentations been made from our Northern 

colonies, that their coaſt was neglected and defenceleſs ? Was the leaſt 

remedy applied to the evil? Or does it appear, that the commanders the 

moſt notoriouſly guilty of negle& have met with the leaſt rebuke, or are at 

all conſider d in a leſs favourable light, than that active, that gallant and 

_ diftinguiſh'd officer Captain Ambroſe ? Has murder been committed in 
the arbitrary impreſſing of men, the law violated, and the civil magiſtrate. 
| Cet at defiance ? Was a regular complaint prefer*d againſt this proceeding ?. 
What reparation has there been made? Or in what manner has juſtice - 
been ſatisfied ? The law underwent a. ſecond violation from the military 
power, the murderers were acquitted by a mock trial in a court martial, 
who might have been condemn'd in a court of juſtice, and are at this 
hour ſtill liable to be tried for wilful murder. Have the moſt reaſonable / 
applications been made for ſhips to protect the tradr of theſe Kingdoms? 
Has any care been taken for that purpoſe ? One of theſe applications was 
upon a day, when indeed no board was fitting : I will not ſay, Sir, how. 
far the ſenſe of the board was expreſs'd by ſome words diopt from one of 
the commiſſioners ; nor do I believe, that gentleman was aware of the 
bitter meaning convey'd in thoſe words, ©* It is your own war, and you. 
muſt take it for your pains z no, Sir, I cannot be perſuaded, that. he ever 
affix d to that phraſe the malignant and rancorous idea, with which it 
was originally iſſued, and ſpread through every inferiour channel, from 
that quarter, where it was firſt determin'd, that trade ſhould be depriv'd 
of protection, and every hardſhip heap'd upon the merchant, till he ſhould 

be brought to acknowlege his error, and repent of the war. But, Sir, it 
hath produc'd a contrary effect, and I am commiſſion'd by the merchants. 
humbly to aſſure you, that they and their ſailors are ready to ſacrifice 

their lives and fortunes in ſupport of the moſt vigorous meaſures, which. 
the wiſdom of this houſe, in whom they now repoſe an implicit confi- 

dence, ſhall think fit to engage in: Nay, that very expreſſion of the wer- 

chant's war, had it proceeded from a friendly voice, is a phraſe, they 
would have adopted with joy, and been proud to be eſteem'd the authors 

ef a juſt and neceſſary war, undertaken to reſtore the ſreedom' of naviga- 

tion, and vindicate the declining honour of their country. 

Nor even that ſenſe of theſe words, which carried derifion with it, 
is a foundation for their complaint, as it neceſſarily affects many and 
more conſiderable perſons than themſelves : for I leave this aſſembly 
to judge, how far a phraſe of contempt upon a war actually in agitati- 
on, comprehends thoſe, who from the information of the merchants, 
deemed the war juſt and neceſſary, decreed the war, furniſhed ſupplies 
for it, and are now carrying it on with the unanimous concurrence of 
every intereſt in the kingdom, which means well to the public. No, 
Sir, there is another meaning in theſe words, which particularly and 
ſolely relates to the merchants, a cruel meaning, Sir: for had they been 
told in the moſt explicite terms, You have been the occafion of this war, 
and therefore you and your families are devoted to ruin; a free and 
ſecure navigation ſhall be opened to your enemy in the Britiſh channel 
and ſoundings; your own ſeas, your own ſhores ſhall be rendered to 
you the moſt inſecure ports of all your navigation ; the unhappy 
ſailors, who chance to be in your ſervice, ſhall juſt ſee their coun- 
try after tedious and painful voyages, and then be hurried into cap- 
tivity by the fiſhermen of St. Sebaſtian ; no cartel ſhall be eſtabliſhed ta 
redeem them from want and miſery, they belong to you, and are there- 
re unworthy of the public concern; that inconſiderable place, St. Se- 
paſtian, ſhall be enabi:d with your ſpoils, to convert its fiſhing barks 
2 | | : | inta 
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jnto fleets of privateers ; to complete your diſtreſs, the city of Bilbao 


ſhall be encouraged to take arms againſt you, for the firſt time ; the 


ſtrength of the enemy to annoy you, thall increaſe with your ſufferings, 
and · both with the duration of the war: Had all this been ſaid, Sir, the 
collected force of all theſe expreſſions together, does not imply more 
than this ſingle phraſe, It is your on war, and you muſt take it for your 
pains, whoſe cruel meaning has been ſo fully and diſtinctly explained by 
all thoſe wilful neglects, and that variety of ill-treatment which our 
evidence have made appear at your bar. To whom then could we ap- 
peal for relief, but to you, the redreſfors of grievances, and guardians 
of the public ? Could we have recourſe to thoſe, who had treated our 
misfortunes with indifference and ſcorn, and who had openly declared 
themſelves to be a board of execution only, and not of order? Upon 
your protection, the Britiſh trade throws itſelf this day: the ſailor, the 
merchant, the manufacturer, are all ſoliciting your juſtice, imploring 
your powerful interpoſition to ſhield them from the malice of their ene- 
mies at home, and from the artifice of their foreign rivals, who are 
watching to take advantage of our unredreſſed misfortunes : thouſands 


of his majeſty's moſt uſeful ſubjects with equal anxiety and ſybmiſſion, 


are humbly and earneſtly intreating, that you vill not ſuffer them to 
fink utterly in ruin, nor gratify the perpicious views of thoſe, who en- 
vy them abroad, and of thoſe, who hate them at home ; that you will 
take their cauſe into your conſideration, that you will provide for their 
future ſecurity by a law, that you will humble and puniſh their oppreſſors, 
that you will reſtore diſcipline, infuſe new ſpirit and vigour into the 
adminiſtration of the navy, and by your wiſdom and juſtice, render the 
very thought of injuring the Britiſh trade again a terror to all ſucceeding 


times. But the ways and means of accompliſhing theſe great ends, 


are with all humility ſubmitted to the wiſdom of this houſe, 
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rom the Merchants at Lisbon zo 
e Co ro N. e 


|  W:fi-Liſbon abs 61h Dee, 1740. 
SIR, h 


HE Britiſh navigation to this port Ebene at e AW the 

] utmoſt hazards and difficulty, from the number of Spaniſh pri- 
vateers now infeſting the coaſt of Portugal, often hovering about 

the bar of this river, but chiefly between the rock and the burlings ; 
circumſtances. of that dangerous and ruinous conſequence, unleſs ſome 


' remedy is applied, that we ſhould be altogether wanting to ourſelves as 


merchants, as well as regardleſs of the welfare of our country, ſo deeply 


concerned in trade, did we not recur to you on this occaſion, to defire 
your aſſiſtance towards procuring it. 


We have had the mortification to obſerve, within fix weeks paſt, no 


| leſs than five prizes made, all within fifteen, ſome two leagues of the 


river, by two pitiful privateers; and now we are credibly informed two 
more are on the coaſt, who will doubtleſs be followed by many others, 
when they hear of the ſucceſs of their fellows. 

'This may ſeem ſtrange, while we have two Engliſh men of war ſta- 
tioned to cruize before this bar, the condu of whoſe commanders we 
will not take upon us to cenſure, being ignorant of their orders; but 


only obſerve, that while one was lately abſent at Gibraltar fix weeks to 
clean, the other being left alone, and not cruiſing to the northward of 
the rock, was probably the occaſion of the above captures z and now 


being gone on the ſame errand, it plainly ſhews, there is not a ſufficient 
guard for the trade, eſpecially whilſt their orders are to clean at 
Gibraltar, 

Under theſe apprehenſions we earneſtly deſire you will pleaſe to re- 
commend this our repreſentation to his Majeſty's Envoy, the right 
honourable Lord Tyrawley, whoſe laudable zeal for the public good 
will, we doubt not, prevail on him to uſe his ſollicitations with yours, 
where it may be proper, that ſome additional force of ſhipping may be 


appointed to clear the . which the ſmaller they are, will be the 
more 


. 
more ſerviceable, but with more extended orders: without this, the 
hazard and loſs will be exceſſive, and it will inevitably create great cla- 
mours at home. But we imagine, as the importance of the Britiſh/trade 
to Liſbon, as well as the extenſiveneſs of it, is ſo well known, that it 
is hardly poſſible, we ſhall want a proportionate protection, when the 
danger is known to be ſo imminent. This will increaſe daily from 
henceforward, as well from the late ſucceſs of the privateers, as becauſe 
now is the time, that our American ſhips come in greater number, and 
being altogether defenceleſs, and likewiſe unacquainted with the danger, 
ſuppoſing the coaſt ſufficiently guarded, will become an eaſy prey to our 
enemies; and if we might be allowed to enlarge our views beyond our 
immediate protection, with reſpect to the trade in general, in order to 
prevent the introduction of a great many French, and other commodi- 
ties, which already begin to ſupplant the Britiſh manufaQures for want 
of a regular ſupply, we ſhould repreſent to you in the ſtrongeſt terms 
the abſolute neceſſity of likewiſe applying for a conſtant convoy, ordered 
in ſuch manner, that whilſt one is going, another might be coming: 
nothing being more certain, than that cuſtom and uſe are the greateſt 
reaſons, why many commodities of one country are preferr'd to thoſe 
of another, which might otherwiſe ſerve as well the ſame purpoſes ; and 
if once theſe become faſhionable, the others will ſoon be out of date, 
and forgotten in a ſhort time, This being a received maxim, and a ge- 
neral caſe, which always has, and always will happen on the like occa- 
fions, we think it deſerves the greater attention, and ought to be a ſub- 
ject of the ſtrongeſt repreſentations, as touching nnn. our coun- 
try, and our poſterity. | 


We are, Se. | 


Chriſt, Hake and Comp, 

Benj. Bousfield, 

John Sherman, 

Naiſh and Ibbotſon, 

Burdett, Lockwood, 
Hanway, 


Edward and John Mayne and 
Comp. | 
Richard and David King, 
Beesfield, Thompſon, and Watkins, 
Bourcher, Perochou, and Comp, 


and 
|  Legay, Groſſet, and Ord, 


Fran, Wood and Comp. 
John and James Watts, 
John Atlee, 
ohn and William Skeys, 
dmondfield, Revell, and Furrs 
Berthon and Garnault, | 
William Earle, | 
James Rigaud, 
Thomas Skinner, 
James Patton, 
Martins and Stent, 
Browne and Martyn, 
_ Chaſe and Wilſon, ; 


Burdett, Duckett, and Hardy, 
Darell, Caſamajor, and . 
Buller, and Stert, 
Leyborne, Roffey, amd Rockkift, 
Steers and Barons, 

Iſaac Correjolles, 

Iſaac Hoyard, 

Arbouin and Majendie, 
Simpſon and Jeatherſions, 
John Parminter, 

Wilkinſon and Southern, 


Fohn Paradine, 


COPY 
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Courrod to the Duke of New- 


| CASTLE. | EEE * 7 
; Lifben, 1 For. ne 
My Loss. 12 


T* E ſucceſs the Spaniſh W havie had upon the coaſt of 
Portugal this winter, makes the merchants apprehend the trade i 
to this place in ſo much danger, that few or no ſhips can come 5 
without running great riſque of falling into the hands of the enemy \ 
Under theſe apprehenſions, a great number of them. ſigned a letter to | 
me, and therein earneſtly defired me to recommend their repreſenta- 

tion to my Lord Tyrawley, which I have accordingly done, and his 

Lordſhip defired me to aſſure the factory, that. he would tranſmit" 

it to your Grace by the - firſt opportunity : therefore I Fan vou 

will receive it by this conveyance. | 

| Your Grace will pleaſe; to obſerve by their repreſentation, That, = 
8 altho*: two men of war are ordered to. eruize before this bar, that 11-3 
tk: one or other is often abſent from the ſtation, upon account of clean- | 

| ing at Gibraltar ; and indeed, when they are both here, they ſeldom | 

i or never, cruized to the Northward of the rock: conſequently, that | 

3 was the part for the privateers to cruize in, and moſt of the prizes have al 

| £ been made between the Burlings and the Rock. ----This they think (and . 
| 


I believe with reaſon) might. eaſily be prevented by ordering a ſmall 
17 ip man of war to cruize that way. ' | 
if - If it were poſſible to have more frequent convoys appointed, it cer-' iÞ 
93 tainly will be of great benefit to the trade in general, for the French be- 
girf to introduce ſeveral forts of goods: and, if theſe onee become faſhion- \\ 
able, it is to be ſear'd they will not eaũly return to the Britiſh manufac- - ' 
tures ; and it is alſo certain, that other advantages would ariſe, if con- 
voys would be appointed; as they deſire, that one might be going out, 

as another is coming in This would keep their houſes conſtantly ſup- 

ply d. with woollen goods, and the men of war homeward bound would 

carry the treaſure, not only what belongs to Great Britain, but to other 
nations, which has hitherto been a good commiſſion to England. 

But, fot᷑ want of ſuch conveyances of late, the Dutch ſhips have been 
made uſe of; and they are ſo ſenſible of the advantage of theſe freights, 
that the States have actually ordered two men of war this way for 


þ. EE that purpoſe ; one is deſigned to proceed up the Streights, and the other 
1 * is to return to Holland, ſoon after they arrive.--By this means they 
S Will get, into this Nel which was carried on entirely by. our 
2 ; = | fhipping, 
1 I think it niy day to inſorm your Grace of als? and then am per- 
a fſuaded, your better judgment will find a n ſor the danger 22 Fl 
2 1 Britiſh trade at preſent labours under, 
_—— . + > | CHARLES COMPTON. 7 
1 
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